
PATHWAY OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMME:
Applying for the 2025 programme



Are you interested in studying at 
Queen’s University? 

Are you in the first year of your A-
Level course or other Level 3 

programme? 

Would you benefit from a bit of extra 
encouragement and support to get to 

Queen’s?

THEN THE PATHWAY OPPORTUNITY 
PROGRAMME COULD BE FOR YOU! 



At Queen's University Belfast, we are 
committed to ensuring that those well 

able but less likely to participate in Higher 
Education should have an equal 

opportunity to do so.

WIDENING PARTICIPATION:



STATISTICS SHOW 
       LOW PARTICIPATION

• Parents did not attend university

• Low-income households

• Certain neighbourhoods

• Young carers

• Care experienced

• Refugees/ asylum seekers/ 
newcomers

Queen’s works to widen
participation for these
groups.



WHAT IS THE PATHWAY 
OPPORTUNITY 
PROGRAMME?

Participants on the programme:

• Get the chance to study at Queen’s 

• Experience and learn a bit about 
University life

• Receive a Guaranteed Conditional 
Offer / Guaranteed Interview

• Potentially receive a grade reduction



1. Arts, Humanities and 
Social Sciences

2. Biological Sciences

3. Business

4. Computer Science

5. Engineering

6. Law

7. Mathematics, Physics 
and Chemistry

8. Medicine, Dentistry and 
Biomedical Science

9. Natural & Built 
Environment

10. Nursing and Midwifery

11. Pharmacy

12. Psychology

13. Social Work

WHAT SUBJECT PATHWAYS ARE ON 
OFFER?



Celebration Event – December 2025

Next Steps Session – September 2025

Summer School – Late June or Early July 2025

University Information Session – June 2025

Subject Specific Session – April 2025

Academic Skills Session – March 2025

Subject Skills Session – February 2025 (Online: self-paced)

Welcome & Orientation – January 2025

Apply (By 25th October 2024)

WHAT IS THE PATH?



WHAT ARE THE 
BENEFITS?

• Guaranteed Conditional Offer / 
Guaranteed Interview

• Up to a 2 A-Level grade reduction *

• £1000 Kilwaughter Minerals Bursary

• UCAS advice

• Experience university life

• Tailored support upon arriving at 
Queen’s

* Depending on performance on the 

programme and course applied for



• 6 x 1-day events

• 1 x Self-paced online coursework 
(February)

• 5 day Summer School

AS A SUMMARY:



THE PATHWAY
SUMMER SCHOOL



THE SUMMER SCHOOL

• Last week of June or First week of July 
(depending on Pathway)

• Monday to Friday

• Meet your fellow Pathway students

• Experience studying like an undergraduate

• Attend lectures from your subject’s top 
academics

• Work on group projects with current 
undergraduate students

• Complete Assessed Coursework



SUMMER RESIDENTIAL

Staying at Elms Village

Individual en-suite room 

10 students per floor

15 mins walk to campus

All inclusive:
 Meals
 Social Activities
 Academic Sessions
 Employer Engagement



SUMMER SCHOOL ASSESSMENT

A guaranteed conditional offer / 
guaranteed interview from Queen’s 

1 grade reduction: 50 – 64% in the 
Assessment

2 Grade reduction –65% or above in the 
Assessment *

* For Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Biochemistry, 
Nursing, Midwifery and Social Work: Maximum one 
grade reduction.



WHAT IS REQUIRED FROM ME TO 
SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THE 
PROGRAMME? 

✓Attend all events

✓Complete all Online coursework

✓Complete the Residential Summer School



THE 
PATHWAYS



WHAT COURSES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE PATHWAY?



WHICH COURSES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE PATHWAY?



WHICH COURSES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE PATHWAY?
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WHICH COURSES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE 
PATHWAY?



WHICH COURSES ARE AVAILABLE ON THE PATHWAY?



HOW DO I PICK A 
COURSE?

www.qub.ac.uk/courses/

Google: “Queen’s University Belfast 
Course Finder”

http://www.qub.ac.uk/courses/


VISIT OUR COURSE FINDER
https://www.qub.ac.uk/courses/

• Find out more about the 

Pathway courses on 

offer

• Check that you meet 

any individual course 

requirements for your 

chosen Pathway subject 

prior to your 

application

Economics







ELIGIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS



Section A Criteria
You must meet all of the following: 

● You must be ordinarily resident in Northern Ireland and be in full-time 
attendance at a school or college in Northern Ireland.

● You must currently be in year 1 of an acceptable (to the University) 
two-year Level 3 qualification such as A-Levels, BTEC etc. 

● Neither of your parents have attended university nor obtained an 
undergraduate degree (or equivalent) in the UK, Ireland or abroad. 

● You must have at least 6 GCSEs (or equivalent) at grades A*-C, including 
English Language, of which 5 must be at grade B or above. 



Acceptable Level 3 Qualifications

A-Level A-Level A-Level

A-Level A-Level
BTEC Subsidiary Diploma
(or other single award)



Acceptable Level 3 Qualifications

BTEC Extended Diploma
(Triple Award)

BTEC Diploma
(Double Award)

A-Level

BTEC Diploma
(Double Award)

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma
(or other single award)



Not Acceptable

A-Level
BTEC Subsidiary Diploma
(or other single award)

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma
(or other single award)

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma
(or other single award)

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma
(or other single award)

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma
(or other single award)



Section B Widening Participation Criteria
You must meet ONE of the following: 

ON YOUR APPLICATION FORM PLEASE SELECT ALL SECTION B CRITERIA 
THAT APPLY TO YOU.

• Be a Newcomer, a Refugee or an Asylum 
Seeker.

• If you are care experienced or currently in 
the care of a Health and Social Care Trust, 
you are automatically offered a place on 
the programme provided you meet the 
requirements of Section A: Northern Ireland 
resident, 1st year of a 2 year Level 3 
programme and GCSE (or equivalent) 
grades.

• Be eligible for or are currently receiving 
free school meals (FSM) and/or Education 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA).

• Be the main carer for a family member or 
dependant.

• Have a permanent residence postcode that 
is classified as being in a "disadvantaged 
neighbourhood” by the Northern Ireland 
Statistics and Research Agency.



APPLYING?

go.QUB.ac.uk/QUBPathway

Or Google “Queen’s University Belfast Pathway”

We expect about 500 applications 
for 300 places on the programme: 
20-30 places in each of the 13 
Pathways.



APPLICATIONS OPEN
Monday 30th September 2024



2025



1. Personal Information

Note: Application cannot be saved!



2. School / Reference

Note: Technical Reference not Personal 
Reference



3. Eligibility

Section A and Section B Criteria



4. Qualifications

From Drop Down Boxes:
CCEA GCSE Business B

WJEC A-Level Sociology General
Pearson/Edexcel BTEC Subsidiary Diploma Travel & Tourism



5. Pathway Selection

Primary Pathway
Secondary Pathway (if desired)



6. Personal Statements

Max 200 words eachPlease explain why you have applied to be part of the 

Pathway Opportunity Programme: e.g. what are your 

motivations, any hardship you've experienced in your 

education so far, how you feel the Pathway 

Programme will help you reach your goals (max 200 
words).

Please explain why you have applied for your chosen 

Pathway subject (and secondary Pathway subject, if 

applicable): e.g. your interest in that subject, any 

previous experience (work placement or education) in 

that subject area, career goals in that subject area 
(max 200 words).



7. Parents’ Information

Contact Details



When all complete and checked hit 
“Check and Submit Application”



So…



If you…

• Want to study at Queen’s University Belfast

• Meet the eligibility criteria (Section A and one from Section B)

• Want to receive a Guaranteed Conditional Offer / Guaranteed Interview to 
Queen’s

• Want an opportunity to receive up to a 2 grade reduction 
in your offer.

• Want a £1000 bursary from Kilwaughter Minerals in your first year at 
Queen’s

• Experience university life, make new friends, enjoy some challenges 

THEN APPLY NOW!



APPLICATION 
DEADLINE

Friday 25th October 2024



QUESTIONS?

Go online: 

go.qub.ac.uk/QUBPathway

Telephone: 028 9097 5020

Email: pop@qub.ac.uk
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